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next ill December 1839, when the personal reconcilation between Mr. Calhoun and myself became publicly known. The debates on both occasions have been carefully and impartially reported by Col. Benton in the second volume of his Thirty Year*a Vieio* and are unusually interesting, the lines of attack and defence extending to the entire political lives of both Senators and exhibiting on both sides thorough preparation and extraordinary ability.
On the first occasion the previous personal relations between Mr. Calhoun and myself had been harshly commented upon, as respected the former, at the very threshhold of the debate but the reconciliation had not then taken place. When that became public Mr. Clay forthwith lugged it into the discussions of the Senate.
Mr. Calhoun brought forward a Bill authorizing the cession of certain portions of the public lands, which he had introduced before any of the occurrences here referred to? notwithstanding which fact, Mr. Clay enquired of him whether the measure now brought forward was favored by the Administration and based the enquiry upon the rumored change which had recently taken place in the personal relations that had so long existed between the Senator and the President. This was followed by a succession of thrustings and parryings upon various points, spirited, and not wanting in an undertone of bitterness. After- some protesting against the indecorum of Mr. Clay's course in dragging his personal relations before the Senate, Mr. Calhoun felt himself constrained by his persevering personality to enter into an explanation of what had taken place between us so far as that had any public bearing, and it is due to him that I should give it in his own words.
I will assure the senator, if there were pledges in his case, there were none in mine. I nave terminated my long-suspended personal Intercourse with the President, without the slightest pledge, understanding, or compromise, on either side. I would be the last to receive or exact such. The transition from their former to their present personal relation was easy and natural, requiring nothing of the kind. It gives me pleasure to say, thus openly, that I have approved of all the leading measures of the President, since he took the Executive chair, simply "because they accord with the principles and policy on which I have long acted, and often openly avowed. The change, then, in our personal relations, had simply followed that of our political. Nor was it***',1 of \\hirh he WH:-\ of all t>t!u*rs, the informal beeau e In* va tht* man \\hom I \vas ehai'^ed uith at(<( in.jjf to prejiiilice and inllamt1 against Mr. Culhoun. Two or tlir tite:-e papers are in-erti*d I tore, 5*' " :v but at the thin* I re fit \ j*o u stvp be\"ond m\* Ou'tK I <>pp<»s(»{l to the charges and i mitionsof my rn«'inii*s a *!efl:uit e<»ntradirtion and a eharaet<*r u
